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About Us

Our Mission:

The Southcoast Public Health Collaborative (SCPHC) is dedicated to fostering
a healthier future for our communities by working together to optimize public
health initiatives, promote equitable access to healthcare resources, and
enhance community well-being. Through collaboration, innovation, and
inclusive practices, we aim to proactively address health inequities, cultivate
resilience, and create a supportive environment where every individual can
thrive. Together, we strive to build a healthier, more adaptable Southcoast for
generations to come.
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Public Health Excellence

The Public Health Excellence (PHE) grant program, funded through line-item
4512-2022, provides cities and towns with the resources they need to hire
staff and procure goods and services to serve not a single community but a
whole region. This gives local boards of health access to specialized staffing
and resources that they likely could not support on their own, lightening the
loads of locally focused staff and increasing capacity to help their
communities.

Additionally, this collaborative approach allows for more equitable and
effective responses to public health crises like devastating weather events
fueled by climate change, the opioid epidemic, and infectious disease
outbreaks.

PHE Map as of March, 2025




Health Communications

Health information and messages are often overly complex, making them hard
to understand. Clear, easy-to-read public health communications can help
people make informed health-related decisions. Below are examples of health
communications created by the SCPHC in FY25:
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ealth Communications
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7o 2D
Environmental
Health Services

Our two Shared Health Specialists ensure community
safety by conducting inspections and supporting
environmental health initiatives.

Amount of time requested

Multiple days

91% 1inspection

212%

Full day
16.2%

Inspections Requested

Freetown
Half day Lakeville
1.1%
Marion
2 or more inspections
42.4% Mattapoisett
Title 5/Septic Rochester

10.2%

Westport
PERC Tests 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
15.3%

Food Inspections
72.4%
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SCPHC Website

% o Contact Us
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Events &
Announcements

**Extreme Heat Advisory**
**Know Your Rights: Immigrants’ Rights **

Important Links

u, your family,
= Alr Quality

« Avian Influenza

« Crisis Resources

Councils on Aging

Drought Information

Environmental Justice

Food Insecurity

Foreclosures/Legal Resources
Green Burials

Housing

Mental Health Resources

« Poison Control

+ Shelters

= Substance Use and Harm Reduction
= Suicide Prevention

« Tick and Mosquito Protection

.

.

Resource Library (]

Sign Up For Our Alerts

1. Click or tap on a city below to display the available alert types.
2 Select either & Email, [ SMS (Text Message), or both alert types for our collaborative cities.
3. Enter your contact information.
4. Submit your request.
&, Confirm your mobile number via the double opt-in form if you signed up for SMS alerts.

5MS Double Opt-In Form 3

Freetown »

Lakeville »




SCPHC Events and
Training

The SCPHC is proud to plan and host multiple trainings each year on a diverse
selection of topics that are critical for public health professionals, as well as
numerous health fairs, vaccine clinics, blood drives, and blood pressure clinics to
serve our communities.

Safety Training and Workshop with MIIA
Partnership with MIIA about managing safety and health on the job.

“End the Stigma Now” - Stigma and Harm Reduction
Training & Panel

Partnership with SSTAR, the FR-CARA Project, Southcoast Health, Peer2Peer, UMASS
Dartmouth College of Nursing & Health Sciences. Two CEU’s were available for EMT’s.

Tick Biology, Entomology, Epidemiology & Management

A presentation and workshop with:

+ Blake Dinius, Entomologist Educator, Plymouth county extension

o Larry Dapsis, Entomologist, New England Center of Excellence in Vector-borne Disease
(NewVEC)

« Matthew Osborne, Epidemiologist, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Freetown Public Health Fair

Numerous Blood Drives, Stroke Awareness Events,
Vaccine Clinics and Blood Pressure Clinics

Past trainings and events: o Minimum Standards for Human Habitation with
« ServSafe Paul Halfmann
« Mental Health First Aid  MA Food Code and HACCP with Berger Food

o Social Media and Your Childs’ Mental Health Safety Consulting
with Katie Greer o Speaker Chris Herron



SAPHE 2.0 & Career
Development

The Statewide Accelerated Public Health for Every Community (SAPHE 2.0) Act,
which was signed into law in 2024, establishes workforce standards, including, but
not limited to, education and training standards for municipal and regional public
health officials and staff; and expands access to professional development.

In accordance with SAPHE 2.0, SCPHC regional staff and local department staff
members participated in many educational conferences, classes, seminars and
training sessions in FY25, including but not limited to:

« MHOA Conference

o« MHOA Green Burials Seminar

« MHOA/MDPH 2025 Spring Seminar

o Rat Explosion Educational Seminar

 MEHA Title 5 Conference

» MassRecycle Conference

o Title 5 Exam

o Tier 2 Training- Food

o Administrative Search Warrants

» Nuisance Control Abatement & Removal

o Public Health Law & Legal issues in MA

» Food Protection for Regulators

e Health Promotion & Health Equity

o Public Health Workforce Protection

» How to Hold a Public Hearing in MA

» Safety: Practical Strategies While Doing Field Work
e The 10 Essential Public Health Services in Action
o Food Microbiological Control Training: 12 Part Series
» Solid Waste & Recycling

» Bed Bugs: A Special Housing Topic

o Hoarding: A Special Housing Topic

e Mold: A Special Housing Topic




FY25 Highlights

o Created a website with the capacity to send out text and email alerts to
subscribers.

o Streamlined the inspection request process.

« Installed 3 SAMboxes (boxes with Narcan and information about the MA Good
Samaritan Law) in Westport.

» Facilitated 4 trainings and workshops with community partners.

o Attended numerous professional development trainings and conferences.
e Hosted Narcan trainings throughout the SCPHC.

» Digitized files in 3 communities.

o Successfully applied for the Reduce, Reuse, Repair Microgrant, the
Massachusetts Air Sensor Grant, and the Stroke Awareness Grant.

 Installed 6 PurpleAir Sensors throughout Westport to measure air quality in
environmental justice zones.

» Assisted with the creation of the Town of Westport Opioid Settlement Fund
Advisory Committee.

o Hosted vaccine clinics, blood pressure clinics, and stroke awareness events
throughout the SCPHC.

o Completed the Foundational Public Health Services review.

» Built web pages to provide information to the public about Air Quality, Avian
Influenza, Environmental Justice, Food Insecurity, Drought, Green Burials,
Housing, Mental Health Resources, Poison Control, Shelters, Substance Use and
Harm Reduction, Suicide Prevention, Tick and Mosquito Protection, and more!
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Thank Youl!

We appreciate your support and look forward to more good things in FY26:

» Continued training opportunities and professional development

e 2 new SCPHC shared team members to increase capacity for inspections
and community health

o Creation of a Hoarding Task Force for the SCPHC communities

» Emergency Preparedness communications and resources

e Increased access to Narcan

 New web pages added to the SCPHC site

& www.scphc.org




